Tax  Deferral 


Clause  18A 


Fiscal  Year  2004 

(July  1,  2003  -June  30,  2004) 


The  tax  deferral  option  under  18A 
provides  taxpayers  the  possibility  of 
delaying  payment  of  real  estate  taxes 
by  those  unable  to  pay  them  because  of 
poverty  OR  financial  hardship  resulting 
from  a  change  to  active  military  service, 
not  including  initial  enlistment.  In  order 
to  qualify  for  an  18A  deferral  you  must 
meet  the  requirements,  some  of  which 
are  briefly  outlined  in  this  brochure. 
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(617)  635-4287 

City  of  Boston  Assessing  Department 


New  Application 

If  you  think  you  qualify,  contact 
the  Taxpayer  Referral  &  Assistance 
Center  (TRAC)  Room  M5  Mezzanine, 
City  Hall,  Boston,  MA  02201  at  (617) 
635-4287.  Office  hours  are  Monday 
-  Friday,  9AM  -  5  PM.  Supporting 
documentation  is  required  to  assist 
the  Board  of  Assessors  in  making  a 
determination  of  eligibility. 

Time  to  Apply 

Persons  may  apply  for  tax 
deferral  18 A  with  the  Board  of 
Assessors  oh  or  before  December 
15  of  each  year  to  which  the  tax 
relates,  OR  within  3  months  after 
the  mailing  date  of  the  actual  tax 

bill. 


Tax  Payment 

NOTE:  the  filing  of  an  application 
does  net  mean  you  can  postpone 
the  payment  of  your  tax. 


Who  May  Apply? 

Persons  may  apply  for  Tax  Deferral 
18A  if  it  is  difficult  or  impossible  to  pay 
their  real  estate  taxes  due  to  poverty 
OR  financial  hardship  resulting  from  a 
change  to  active  military  status.  The 
change  to  active  military  status  does 
not  including  initial  enlistment.  The 
applicant  must  (i)  own  the  property  and 
occupy  it  as  his  domicile,  OR  (ii)  own 
the  property  jointly  with  a  spouse  OR 
jointly  or  as  tenant  in  common  with  a 
person  not  a  spouse  AND  occupy  the 
property  as  his  domicile.  The  applicant 
and  the  spouse,  joint  tenant  or  tenant 
in  common  must  have  been  domiciled 
in  the  Commonwealth  for  the  preceding 
10  years. 

What  is  the  Deferral 
Amount? 

Eligibilty  for  18A  deferral  is  deter- 
mined by  the  Board  of  Assessors. 

The  deferral  may  be  granted  pro- 
vided that  the  taxpayer  has  entered 
into  a  Tax  Deferral  and  Recovery  Agree- 
ment with  the  Board  of  Assessors  for 
the  benefit  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

If  the  real  estate  is  owned  by  a  per- 
son jointly  or  as  a  tenant  in  common 
with  a  person  not  a  spouse,  the  deferral 
shall  not  exceed  that  proportion  of  total 
valuation  which  the  amount  of  his  inter- 
est in  such  property  bears  to  the  whole 
tax  due. 

Interest 

Interest  will  accrue  at  the  rate  of 
eight  percent  (8%)  while  a  Tax  Deferral 
and  Recovery  Agreement  is  in  place 
and  at  fourteen  percent  (14%)  once 
the  Deferral  and  Recovery  Agreement 
is  terminated. 


Requirements 

Please  complete  the  accompanying  ap- 
plication and  provided  ALL  of  the  following: 


1.  Complete,  sign  and  return  18ATax  Deferral 
Application  and  Schedule  A  (all  owners  or 
person(s)  having  a  legal  interest  in  the 
real  estate  must  sign) 

2.  Federal  and  State  Income  Tax  Returns, 
including  all  schedules. 

For  the  last  twelve  (12)  months: 

a.  W-2  or  pay  stubs,  and 

b.  Copy  of  Social  Security  or  Social 
Security  Disability  Benefits 
Schedule;  and 

c.  Pension  Distribution  Schedule;  and 

d.  Unemployment  compensation 
Schedule;  and 

e.  Proof  of  Public  Assistance  Benefit 
Amount;  and 

f.  Proof  of  rental  income;  and 

g.  bank  statements. 

3.  Monthly,  quarterly  or  yearly  statements 
for  any  and  all  IRA's  and  annuities. 

4.  Copy  of  any  and  all  motor  vehicle 
registration(s). 

5.  Letter(s)  from  a  doctor(s)  that  describe 
any  disability  or  inability  to  work,  and 
the  duration  of  the  disability. 

6.  Name,  address,  occupation,  wages  and 
date  of  birth  of  all  children. 

7.  Proof  of  change  to  active  military 
status. 


Income  Limitations 

There  are  no  income  limitations 
specified  for  18A  deferral. 
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If  you  have  questions  about: 


Personal  exemptions 
Residential  exemption; 
Real  estate  property  tax: 
Personal  property  tax; 
Motor  vehicle  excise; 
Ward  and  parcel  number; 
Changes  of  ownership; 
Duplicate  tax  bills; 
Property  tax  abatements; 
Current  year  tax  bill  payments 
Other  tax-related  questions. 


CALL:  the  Taxpayer  Referral  & 
Assistance  Center  (TRAC)  at 
(617)  635-4287. 

E-mail:  trac@ci. boston. ma. us 

LOG-ON: 

www.cityofboston.gov/trac 

for  information  about  the  clause  18A 

hardship  deferral. 


Thomas  M.  Menino,  MAYOR 
Ronald  W.  Rakow,  Commissioner 


